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From: makoma@earthlife.org.za
To: Ronaldo Retief; brandon.abdinor@gmail.com; thabos@earthlife.org.za
Cc: r.zitha@mmsez.co.za; cilliers.vandermerwe@deltabec.com; "Tshamaano Makuya"; L.muligwe@mmsez.co.za
Subject: RE: Re : Musina-Makhado SEZ - Public Participation Advice on Covid-19 Alert Level 3
Date: Sunday, 10 January 2021 07:51:43
Attachments: image006.png


Dear Ronaldo
 
Thank you for your update.
 
Subject to our tele discussion I have a correction to make.
 


·       Delta BEC confirms that Earthlife accepts the proposal to rather continue with virtual
meetings to ensure the safety of humans and not jeopardize the EIA process and public
participation;


I understand that there were scheduled virtual meetings which practically can go ahead however
feel strongly that in consideration of the pandemic situation at hand the scheduled face to face
public participation meetings should be postponed. The traditional communities and farmers in
raising concerns are correct as per the current lockdown restrictions. For fair public participation
am urging DELTA  to consider future  date when it is safe to hold gatherings when infections
declined and lockdown restrictions eased.
 
Regards
 
Makoma Lekalakala
Earthlife Africa Jhb
 
2018 Goldman Environmental Prize Receipient , Africa
 
+27 11 339 3662
+27 82 682 9177
 
Twitter @makomaphil
Skype makoma Lekalakala
 
www.earthlife.org.za
 
 


From: Ronaldo Retief <ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za> 
Sent: Friday, 08 January 2021 19:49
To: makoma@earthlife.org.za; brandon.abdinor@gmail.com; thabos@earthlife.org.za
Cc: r.zitha@mmsez.co.za; cilliers.vandermerwe@deltabec.com; Tshamaano Makuya
<T.Makuya@mmsez.co.za>; L.muligwe@mmsez.co.za
Subject: RE: Re : Musina-Makhado SEZ - Public Participation Advice on Covid-19 Alert Level 3
 
Dear Makoma
 
Regarding our discussion today regarding the Covid-19 Alert Level 3 and the public participation
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process for the Musina-Makhado Special Economic Zone, the following has reference:
The draft amended EIR was distributed to the public for review on 7 December 2020;
Public meetings were scheduled and published in newspapers, and communicated to
I&APs for meetings from 11 to 13 January 2021;
South Africa was at that stage of distribution and publication on Alert Level 1 under the
Disaster Management Act;
On 28 December 2020, the President of South Africa placed the country on an Alert Level
3, which has implications on gatherings, social events, and limits the movement of people,
etc. This was followed by the regulations on Alert Level 3, published by Cogta on 29
December 2020;
Delta BEC requested advice from LEDET on 5 January 2021, whether the public meetings
can still proceed under the Disaster Management Act;
In response to the letter by Delta BEC of 5 January 2021, LEDET approved the public
meetings to proceed under the Disaster Management Act;
Earthlife in response to LEDET’s decision then objected against the public meetings being
undertaken;
Delta BEC and the LEDA team discussed on Friday 8 January 2021 the way forward and
whether the public participation should continue;
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the risk of contracting the disease, 4 of the traditional
communities and a focus group meeting with the farmers were canceled by the respective
parties (farmers and traditional communities) themselves;
Furthermore, no approvals for any gatherings or social meetings, or work events could be
secured with the South African Police Services to date by LEDA;
Delta BEC submitted a further letter to LEDET on Friday, 8 January 2021 to indicate the
process, what has transpired since they approved the public meetings to proceed;
Delta BEC takes note of the email submitted to us by Earthlife on 7 January 2021 on the
validity of the public participation process and the public meetings to be held from 11 to
13 January 2021. Delta BEC reserves our right in terms of our response to the public
participation process and EIA;
Delta BEC confirms that Earthlife accepts the proposal to rather continue with virtual
meetings to ensure the safety of humans and not jeopardize the EIA process and public
participation;
Earthlife and the other I&APs will be notified of the time for the virtual meetings for the
public meeting, the farmer's unions, and the traditional authorities.
It is not clear whether LEDA would still want to undertake the meeting on 11 January
2021. We will only obtain clarity over the weekend if LEDA will proceed with the meeting
on 11 January 2021.


 
We trust that you will find this in order. Have a blessed evening further, safe weekend, and stay
safe.
 
Kind regards
 
Ronaldo Retief Pr.Sci.Nat. Pr. EAP
Professional EAP and Ecologist
NCC Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd 
M: +27 72 666 6348
E:   ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za   
T:  +27 21 702 2884 Extension: 245
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F:  +27 86 555 0693 / +27 21 701 5302
Reg No: 2007/023691/07 | VAT No. 4450208915
26 Bell Close | Westlake Business Park | Westlake | Cape Town
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From: makoma@earthlife.org.za <makoma@earthlife.org.za> 
Sent: Thursday, 07 January 2021 17:47
To: 'Musina Makhado' <sez@deltabec.com>; Ronaldo Retief <ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za>
Cc: thabos@earthlife.org.za; 'Brandon Abdinor' <brandon.abdinor@gmail.com>
Subject: Re : Musina-Makhado SEZ - Public Participation Advice on Covid-19 Alert Level 3
 
Dear Ronaldo 
 
Thank you for your reply and for forwarding LEDET's response to our query relating to the
scheduled January public participation meetings for the MMSEZ EIA process.
 
We find ourselves disturbed at LEDET's stance on this matter and object to the meetings going
ahead under the circumstances, on the following grounds.
 
The amended 'lockdown regulations' published on 29 December 2020 by Government Notice
NO. R. 1423 in Government Gazette 44044 clearly envisage that gatherings only take place in
exceptional circumstances under carefully controlled conditions. Public participation meetings
such as the ones being considered in the current instance are not specifically addressed in the
amended regulations and, we contend, do not comfortably fit into any of the categories
envisaged in such regulations. 
 
The venues and conditions of the meetings cannot be described as being in accordance with the
definition of a workplace as they are not subject to the type of control that can be exercised by
an employer who has authority over employees and their conduct. By definition the meetings
will be attended by members of the public. In any event, Amended Regulation 34(8)(c)
prescribes that employers shall take measures to restrict face to face meetings.     
 
While the regulations provide for conferencing facilities to allow gatherings under strictly
controlled conditions, the venues of the meetings cannot reasonably be viewed as being
conferencing facilities as they:
- do not, based on past observation of these venues, have dedicated staff who can and will
ensure compliance with regulations and prescribed protocols;
- do not appear to have the necessary plans in place to ensure that no more than 50% of the
capacity of the venue is utilised. 
 
In any event, the regulations generally envisage no more than 50 people being allowed to gather
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indoors.  Limitation such as these place restrictions on public participation.  
 
The above notwithstanding, we contend that even if the public participation meetings are
deemed lawful under these regulations, holding them at this time and under these
circumstances is counter to the intention of NEMA, DEFF's Guidelines on public participation and
the general principles underlying public participation. It is reasonable to assume that many
I&AP's and responsible persons will be exercising caution in relation to the pandemic to
standards higher than minimum requirements of the regulations, and will be avoiding gatherings
and meetings even where these are permitted. The situation is aggravated in the instance of the
scheduled meeting for Musina, in that Musina is proximate to the Beit Bridge border post which
has seen severe congestion as a result of the need for testing of persons crossing the border to
and from Zimbabwe. It is widely reported that freight truck queues in excess of 20km long are
being experienced at times, causing an increased number of people in the vicinity and providing
further reason for people (including I&APs) to avoid the area at this time.      
 
Given that the intention of the public participation mechanisms is to ensure broad and
meaningful participation, we contend that holding them at a time when COVID infection rates
are soaring will run directly counter to the intention of the legislation, and is almost certain to
see reduced attendance and participation. As such we see that holding the meetings as
scheduled will compromise the public participation process and we object to the meetings going
ahead, and demand that they be postponed until such time as regulatory prescriptions and
common sense health management can be complied with.
 
Yours Faithfully    .   . 
 
Makoma Lekalakala
Earthlife Africa Jhb
2018 Goldman Environmental Prize Receipient , Africa
 
+27 11 339 3663
+27 82 682 9177
 
Twitter @makomaphil
Skype makoma Lekalakala
 
www.earthlife.org.za
 
 
 


From: Ronaldo Retief <ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za> 
Sent: Thursday, 07 January 2021 12:08
To: makoma@earthlife.org.za
Subject: FW: Musina-Makhado SEZ - Public Participation Advice on Covid-19 Alert Level 3
 
Dear Makoma
 
Trust that you are well.
 



http://www.earthlife.org.za/

mailto:ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:makoma@earthlife.org.za





Please see the response from LEDET. The meetings of next week will still carry on, but if the
country gets placed beforehand into a stricter lockdown level, this will change.
 
Kindest regards
 
Ronaldo Retief Pr.Sci.Nat. Pr. EAP
Professional EAP and Ecologist
NCC Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd 
M: +27 72 666 6348
E:   ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za   
T:  +27 21 702 2884 Extension: 245
F:  +27 86 555 0693 / +27 21 701 5302
Reg No: 2007/023691/07 | VAT No. 4450208915
26 Bell Close | Westlake Business Park | Westlake | Cape Town
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From: Harmse S <HarmseS@ledet.gov.za> 
Sent: Thursday, 07 January 2021 09:36
To: Ronaldo Retief <ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za>
Cc: Nkosi M D <NkosiMD@ledet.gov.za>; mafuu.nkosi@gmail.com; Mthombeni RV
<mthombeniRV@ledet.gov.za>; Mongwe V M <MongweV@ledet.gov.za>; rhulanirv@gmail.com;
r.zitha@mmsez.co.za; l.muligwe@mmsez.co.za; Tshamaano Makuya <T.Makuya@mmsez.co.za>;
l.masoga@mmsez.co.za; cilliers.vandermerwe@deltabec.com; Jonathan Szoke <JonathanS@ncc-
group.co.za>; Nicholas Gates <Nickg@ncc-group.co.za>; Mokgokong RT
<MokgokongRT@ledet.gov.za>; Kgopong N S <KgopongNS@ledet.gov.za>
Subject: RE: Musina-Makhado SEZ - Public Participation Advice on Covid-19 Alert Level 3
 
Dear Mr Retief
 
Find attached correspondence in response to your enquiry.
 
Thank you.
 


From: Ronaldo Retief [mailto:ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za] 
Sent: Tuesday, 05 January 2021 11:37 AM
To: Harmse S <HarmseS@ledet.gov.za>; Mokgokong RT <MokgokongRT@ledet.gov.za>
Cc: Nkosi M D <NkosiMD@ledet.gov.za>; mafuu.nkosi@gmail.com; Mthombeni RV
<mthombeniRV@ledet.gov.za>; Mongwe V M <MongweV@ledet.gov.za>; rhulanirv@gmail.com;
r.zitha@mmsez.co.za; l.muligwe@mmsez.co.za; Tshamaano Makuya <T.Makuya@mmsez.co.za>;
l.masoga@mmsez.co.za; cilliers.vandermerwe@deltabec.com; Jonathan Szoke <JonathanS@ncc-
group.co.za>; Nicholas Gates <Nickg@ncc-group.co.za>



mailto:ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za

http://t.signauxdix.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XX43LyXDHW63JTy87gs84gW5vw5gT56dGJFf4KjVFs02?t=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ncc-group.co.za%2f&si=4647158003793920&pi=b4256a992c9b4a488de4ac4e23a6b85f

https://ncc-group.co.za/about/

https://ncc-group.co.za/

https://ncc-group.co.za/articles/

https://ncc-group.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/emaildisclaimer.pdf

https://www.facebook.com/NCCEnviron

https://twitter.com/nccenviron

http://www.linkedin.com/company/2028047?trk=prof-exp-company-name

http://www.youtube.com/nccenvironmentaltv

mailto:HarmseS@ledet.gov.za

mailto:ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:NkosiMD@ledet.gov.za

mailto:mafuu.nkosi@gmail.com

mailto:mthombeniRV@ledet.gov.za

mailto:MongweV@ledet.gov.za

mailto:rhulanirv@gmail.com

mailto:r.zitha@mmsez.co.za

mailto:l.muligwe@mmsez.co.za

mailto:T.Makuya@mmsez.co.za

mailto:l.masoga@mmsez.co.za

mailto:cilliers.vandermerwe@deltabec.com

mailto:JonathanS@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:JonathanS@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:Nickg@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:MokgokongRT@ledet.gov.za

mailto:KgopongNS@ledet.gov.za

mailto:ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:HarmseS@ledet.gov.za

mailto:MokgokongRT@ledet.gov.za

mailto:NkosiMD@ledet.gov.za

mailto:mafuu.nkosi@gmail.com

mailto:mthombeniRV@ledet.gov.za

mailto:MongweV@ledet.gov.za

mailto:rhulanirv@gmail.com

mailto:r.zitha@mmsez.co.za

mailto:l.muligwe@mmsez.co.za

mailto:T.Makuya@mmsez.co.za

mailto:l.masoga@mmsez.co.za

mailto:cilliers.vandermerwe@deltabec.com

mailto:JonathanS@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:JonathanS@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:Nickg@ncc-group.co.za





Subject: Musina-Makhado SEZ - Public Participation Advice on Covid-19 Alert Level 3
Importance: High
 
Dear HOD, Mr. Solly Kgopong
 
Compliments of the Season to you and may 2021 be a good year for all at LEDET.
 
Please find attached a letter from Delta Built Environment Consultants (Pty) Ltd on behalf of the
applicant, the Limpopo Economic Development Agency (LEDA) on public participation scheduled
last year, under Covid-19 Alert Level 1. The president moved the country into an Alert Level 3 on
29 December 2020 which, has an impact on the movement, limits the number of people at
meetings, and also prohibits certain meetings from being undertaken, until 14 January 2021.
 
We would appreciate your guidance and assistance from LEDET’s side to indicate whether the
meetings under Alert Level 3, should be postponed and whether if the Directives under Alert
Level 3 are issued, an extension could be provided as this is out of anyone's control the Second
Wave of the Covid-19 Pandemic.
 
We trust that you find this in order.
 
Kind regards  
 
Ronaldo Retief Pr.Sci.Nat. Pr. EAP
Professional EAP and Ecologist
NCC Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd 
M: +27 72 666 6348
E:   ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za   
T:  +27 21 702 2884 Extension: 245
F:  +27 86 555 0693 / +27 21 701 5302
Reg No: 2007/023691/07 | VAT No. 4450208915
26 Bell Close | Westlake Business Park | Westlake | Cape Town
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